Inventory of Sounds in School / Educational Environments
Bashinski & Yanuck (2009)

Purpose: The purpose of this instrument is to assist parents to identify environmental sounds common to their
child’s individualized educational environments. Once family members have identified the sounds important to
their child’s safety, welfare, learning, and belonging, they can then select the sounds that occur most frequently
and / or those they want to focus on their child’s learning to detect via his / her cochlear implant.

A few suggestions for teaching follow the inventory.

Child’s Name: Gender:

Birthdate: Today’s Date:

Directions: Place an X in the box for each sound that is present in your child’s educational environment (to
the left of each listed item). Use the columns to the right of each listed item to assess your child’s skills in the
detection and identification of the individual sounds.

Your Child’s Responses to Motivating Sounds
Sounds in Your Child’s School / the Sounds to Target for Your
Educational Environments Detection Identification Child to Learn

School Environment — General Education Classroom
Door shutting
Door opening
Desk scooting on floor
Bell ringing
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
Chalk marking on chalkboard
Dry erase markers on white board
Book hitting the floor
Book slamming on table / desk
Book pages turning
Book closing
Three-ring binder opening
Three-ring binder snapping closed
Trapper Keeper zipping / unzipping
Backpack clasp snapping
Manual pencil sharpener grinding
Electric pencil sharpener
Pen / pencil writing on paper
Highlighter being drawn across paper
Pen / pencil tapping on desktop
Pen clicking
Typing on computer keyboard
Computer printer printing
Computer powering up
Computer CD drive powering-up




Sounds in Your Child’s School /
Educational Environments

Your Child’s Responses to
the Sounds

Detection Identification

Motivating Sounds
to Target for Your
Child to Learn

Classroom furnace turning on
Classroom air conditioner turning on
Fan whirring
School PA system
Staff calling child’s name
Student kicking desk / chair
Classmate’s talking
Classmate’s laughing
Classmate’s reading
Body noises (sneezing, coughing)
Body noises (burping, passing gas)
Hearing aid whistling (feedback)
Keys jangling
Traffic sounds outside
Sound of rain / halil
Sound of thunder

Other:

School Environment — Special Education Classroom
Door shutting
Door opening
Bell ringing
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
Classroom furnace turning on
Classroom air conditioner turning on
Fan whirring
School PA system
Staff calling child’s name
Typing on computer keyboard
Computer printer printing
Computer powering up
Computer CD drive powering-up
Computer software sounds
Classmate’s talking
Classmate’s activating voice output AAC device
Clacking of switch being activated (Big Mack, etc.)
Classmate’s crying
Classmate’s screaming
Wheelchair parts clanging
Walker being moved along floor
Classmate’s cochlear implant beeping
Hearing aid whistling (feedback)
Suctioning machine activating
Diaper tab being pulled open
Velcro pulling apart (AFOs, shoes)
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Sounds in Your Child’s School /
Educational Environments

Your Child’s Responses to
the Sounds

Detection Identification

Motivating Sounds
to Target for Your
Child to Learn

Floor mats being folded / unfolded
Traffic sounds outside
Sound of rain / hail
Sound of thunder
Other:

School Environment — Hallway
Classroom door shutting
Classroom door opening
School building door shutting
School building door opening
Automatic door opening / closing
Door switch being activated
Bell ringing
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
Locker opening
Locker slamming closed
Books / Items being dropped in locker
Spinning of combination lock
Lock falling against front of locker
Students walking in hallway
Wet shoes squeaking on floor
Students running in hallway
Materials being dropped
Vacuum cleaner
Floor polisher
Wheelchair moving down hallway
Walker being moved along floor
Staff calling child’s name
Students’ conversations
Bus engines revving
Bus brakes squeaking
Bus reverse gear beeping sound
Traffic sounds outside

Other:

School Environment — Stairwell
Bell ringing
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
Students walking up / down stairs
Students lunging up / down stairs
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Sounds in Your Child’s School /
Educational Environments

Your Child’s Responses to
the Sounds

Detection Identification

Motivating Sounds
to Target for Your
Child to Learn

Stair lift (for wheelchair) being activated
Wet shoes squeaking on floor
Materials being dropped

Staff calling child’s name

Students’ conversations

Echoing of inanimate sounds

Echoing of speech / conversation

Other:

School Environment — Cafeteria

Trays sliding along serving line
(Milk) Cooler lid opening / closing
Silverware being placed on tray
Silverware scraping on plate
Silverware being dropped

Paper lunch bag being opened

Metal lunch box being opened / closed
Plastic container being opened
Plastic container being snapped shut
Wrappers crinkling

Students’ chewing sounds

Crunchy foods being eaten

Soup being slurped

Student slurping through a straw
Bubbles being blown through straw
Pop-top of soda canned being opened
Gum being chewed

Register beeping (to record sales)
Bell ringing

Fire alarm sounding

Severe weather alarm sounding
School PA system

Staff calling child’s name

Students’ conversations
Classmate’s talking

Classmate’s laughing

Other:

School Environment - Library

Typing on computer keyboard

Books being firmly set on counter / table
Books being de-sensitized by clerk

Bar code scanner beeping
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Sounds in Your Child’s School /
Educational Environments

Your Child’s Responses to
the Sounds

Detection Identification

Motivating Sounds
to Target for Your
Child to Learn

Theft sensor sounding

Rubber band snapping
Clacking of newspaper racks
Magazine pages turning
Newspaper pages turning / snapping
Media screen being raised / lowered
Librarian reading story aloud
Bell ringing
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
School PA system
Staff calling child’s name
Students’ conversations
Classmate’s talking
Classmate’s laughing

Other:

School Environment — Laboratory Classroom
Door shutting
Door opening
Chair / stool scooting on floor
Emergency alert sounding
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
Ventilation hood turning on / off
Fan whirring
Glassware clinking
Faucet being turned on / off
Water running
Gas escaping (when turned on)
Gas being ignited
Latex gloves snapping
Spray bottle being activated
Equipment being washed
Hands being washed
Hands being dried with paper towel
Paper towels being pulled from dispenser
Lab station being cleaned
School PA system
Staff calling child’s name
Classmate’s talking
Classmate’s laughing
Traffic sounds outside
Sound of rain / hail
Sound of thunder
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Sounds in Your Child’s School /
Educational Environments

Your Child’s Responses to
the Sounds

Detection Identification

Motivating Sounds
to Target for Your
Child to Learn

School Environment — Lab Classroom (continued)
Other:

School Environment — Voc-Tech Classroom
Door shutting
Door opening
Emergency alert sounding
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
Washing machine operating
Washing machine changing cycles
Setting of washing machine controls
Washing machine buzzing off-balance
Clothes dryer operating
Clothes dryer buzzing (cycle finished)
Microwave oven dinging
Coins dropping into vending machine
Vending machine selection dropping
Change from vending machine clanging
Cell phone ringing
School PA system
Staff calling child’s name

Other:

School Environment — Gymnasium
Gymnasium door shutting
Gymnasium door opening
Fire alarm sounding
Severe weather alarm sounding
Basketball bouncing
Volleyball being struck
Soccer ball being kicked
Athletic shoes squeaking on floor
Whistle blowing
Scooter board rolling
Buzz of lights being turned on
Tumbling mats being drug across floor
Tumbling mats being opened
Echoing of inanimate sounds
Echoing of speech / conversation
School PA system
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Sounds in Your Child’s School /
Educational Environments

Your Child’s Responses to
the Sounds

Detection Identification

Motivating Sounds
to Target for Your
Child to Learn

Directions being given for activity
Staff calling child’s name
Classmates’ screaming
Classmates’ talking
Classmates’ laughing

Other:

School Environment — Bathroom
Bathroom door opening
Bathroom door shutting
Stall door shutting
Stall door locking
Emptying bladder in toilet
Toilet flushing
Faucet being turned on / off
Water running in sink
Hands being washed
Hands being dried with paper towel
Button activating hand dryer
Hand dryer
Whirring of exhaust fan
Staff calling child’s name

Other:

School Environment — Playground / Outside Campus
Swings moving back and forth
Tetherball swinging on rope
Chain links clanging on metal
Wooden bat striking softball
Whiffle ball bat striking plastic ball
Basketball bouncing
Children crashing into chain link fence
Children climbing up steps on slide
Children screaming
Children talking
Children laughing
Staff calling child’s name
Whistle blowing
Ringing of bell on bicycle
Leaves crushing underfoot (autumn)
Bus engines revving
Bus brakes squeaking
Bus reverse gear beeping sound
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Sounds in Your Child’s School /
Educational Environments

Your Child’s Responses to
the Sounds

Detection Identification

Motivating Sounds
to Target for Your
Child to Learn

Trash truck emptying dumpster
Traffic sounds outside
Car alarm sounding
Helicopter flying overhead
Airplane flying overhead
Siren blaring (firetruck, police car)
Power lawn mower operating
Dog barking
Birds chirping

Other:

School Environment — Bus
Bus engines revving
Bus brakes squeaking
Bus reverse gear beeping sound
Vehicle horn honking
Tires squealing
Traffic sounds
Car alarm sounding
Siren blaring (firetruck, police car)
Dog barking
Birds chirping
Music playing on radio
Driver calling child’s name
Children screaming
Children talking
Children laughing
Children singing
Other:
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